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Victor Ralston by Son

Anthony Ralston

Queen Elizabeth Ax

September 13, 1943 =} <)
e

Re: Victor Ralston B150308 L:Ey

4th Medium 2nd AGRA

This is only but one story in the many stories
of people that departed and in not all cases,
returned to Pier 21 during WWIIL. My father,
Victor Ralston embarked for Britain from Pier
21 in Halifax on the 13th of September 1943
aboard the SS Queen Elizabeth. He
disembarked on the 19th of September in
Britain until his safe return to Canada in
1946.

During his time overseas, he was attached to
the 4th Medium 2nd AGRA artillery regiment

¥ as an engineer. He spent most of his time in

¥ Holland, Belgium and France with as frequent
‘. as possible trips back to England and Scotland

to visit relatives.

While serving overseas he wrote to his parents in Toronto on an almost
daily basis. Although military censoring prevented him to disclose his
exact locations, he wrote over 200 letters that vividly describe life in
Europe for a Canadian soldier during WWII. I had no knowledge of these
letters until three years ago when my uncle, William Ralston (father’s
brother) died and a box containing the original letters and photographs
were discovered. Being that my father passed away in 1976, it seems
providential that | am now able to read these letters after so many years.

My father tried for some time to locate his brother William, who was in
the infantry. There is evidence of some correspondence between them
and it was evident that life in the infantry for Bill was very difficult to
state the obvious. Victor finally located Bill and managed to get a
transfer put through for Bill out of the infantry. My father contacted the
appropriate officials and convinced them that he was related to the then
Minister of Defense in Canada with the same last name of Ralston. On
the strength of that, the transfer went through and the brothers were
reunited as seen in these photographs.



He returned to Canada aboard Queen Elizabeth, embarking from Britain
for New York on the 28th of January 1946 to arrive in Canada at Pier 21
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The recent discovery of these lost letters and photographs has prompted
me to submit this content not only Pier 21, but also to the Veterans
Affairs web site in the Letters and Diaries section.
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