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Mojsez (Moishe) Najman was born in

1917 in the Polish village of Minsk

Mazowiecki, just east of Warsaw

(centre in photo below) . At the age of

17 he rebelled against the cloistered life of the village and set off for

' ; - Warsaw where he found work as

a printer's apprentice.

In the fall of 1939, at the age of
22, Moishe luckily escaped to the
Soviet Union soon after the
German army invaded Warsaw.
This was during the bri  ef period
when the Soviet -Polish border
was open to refugees.

The Soviets sent Mr. Najman to
Syktyvkar, the capital of the
Komi Socialist Republic. The city is on the edge of Siberia, just below the
Arctic Circle and is on about the same latitude as Yel lowknife. He was
put to work as a labourer.

Il n a chance meeting in Syktyvkar, Moi s he

fatherodos brother. Yudel had formerly |ived

Poland. Yudel had also
escaped from Poland
with his wife Sara
Roise, his daughter
Manja and his son
Sal omon. Moi sh
parents, David Leib and
Ruchla Najman, and 3
sisters Raizl, Chaija
Sura, Kejla and brother
Motel were not as
fortunate and perished
at the hands of the
Nazis.




Life was harsh in the Soviet Union for Jew ish refugees. Moishe had
taken his new found family under his wing, and with his ingenuity and
will to endure, enabled the unit of five to survive.

approximately two and a half
years before arranging
immigr ation to Canada. The
United Nations and other
relief organizations worked to
help people immigrate and
Canada was one of many
countries offering entrance.
However it
easy task for the Nayman
(Najman) family to depart
Germany. The family had a
friend in Wetzlar who was a master tailor
Canadian requirement
immigration as a garment worker.
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When the Soviet army
started moving west the
family was transferred to the
Ukraine to help rebuild a
sugar beet refinery. When
the war was over they ended
up in West Germany;
housed in an old SS
barracks located outside
Wetzlar, in the American
Zone. They stayed in the DP
(displaced persons) camp for
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who helped Yudel obtain

s for a tailor so that he could be designated for

Moi sheds passport
also declared him as a

tailor as well as husband to

Manj a, in order to facilitate

their departure.
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The 5 immigrants had a
five-ruble Czarist gold coin
. that was sewn into

- Sal omonds cl
| used for emergency use.
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The family was destined for Winnipeg as garment workers

The Nayman family

left Germany from the

port of Bremenhaven

on board the O0U.S.A.T.
Gen. S.D. Sturgisd on
October 8, 19 48. It

was a rocky 9 day

journey. Itincluded

one of the holiest days

in the Jewish

calendar, Yom Kippur,

a day of atonement

and fasting. They

arrived at Pier 21 in

Halifax on October 16,

1948. It was the eve of

the Festival of Suchot;

fittingly the Jewis h

festival of harvest and

thanksgiving.

They were put on a

train to Winnipeg, via

Montreal. Sar ads

uncle, Sam Zelenetz,

who had immigrated

to New York earlier,

was awaiting the

arrival of the Nayman family in Montreal. Changing the course of their
destination, their uncle had the family get off the train. He arranged for
the Naymans to be billeted with friends who had already settled in
Montreal.

Yudel and Mary (Manja) got jobs in the garment industry, Sol (Salomon)
went to school and Morris (Moishe) found employment in the printing
industry. First with the Montreal Star and than The Gazette. He later
went on to have his own small printing business. It was the trade he first
learned in Warsaw after leaving his home.

Mary and Morris married on Oct  ober 15, 1950: Two years less a day after
they had arrived at the port in Halifax. They have two children, David
and Rhona and three grandsons, Adam, Matthew and Joshua. Mary



