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Transcript of a letter home:  

 
Dear Mom and Dad:  

 
I am just writing to let you know 
how we have been getting on.  

 
About one hour after you left us, we went by bus to a school in 
Springburn, where we had tea and supper.  We stayed there from 

Wednesday night, July 24 till Saturday morning, sleeping in camp beds 
at night.  

 
On the Thursday afternoon we were at 
the boating  font and the museum in 

Springburn Park.  On Friday night we 
were interviewed by a reporter from the 

Bulletin.  We left the school for the 
docks at 6:30 pm Saturday morning, 
arrived at 7:30 a.m. and after a lot of 

fuss and bother, we boarded the 
Duchess of  York, which was launched 
by the Queen.  We got a great cabin, the 

biggest on our deck.  While we were 
having breakfast on board, Mr. Dollam 

spoke to us.  I am sending his 
autograph to Jim and he can keep it if 
he likes.  The boat left the Clyde at 4:30 

p.m. and arrived at the convoy at 7:30 
p.m.  During this time, we had our tea 

and saw many destroyers and cruisers, 
one of which was H.M.S. Sussex.  When 
we reached the convoy, there were about 

100 ships, excluding destroyers, an 
aircraft carrier and H.M.S R evenge, a 
cruiser.  

 
We went to bed on Saturday night at 

9:15 p.m.  
 



In the convoy there were two hospital ships.   
 

Sunday morning we rose 
at 7:10 a.m. washed and 

dressed.  We had breakfast 
at 7:30 a.m. After 
breakfast we went up on 

the deck and discovered 
we were on the move with 
6 other ships and a naval 

escort of 5 destroyers and 
H.M.S. Revenge.  We saw a 

flying boat at 11:15 a.m.  
Passed barges at 11:25 
a.m. another flying boat 

passed us.  This flying 
boat guarded us all day.  

We passed Ireland at 6:55 
p.m., turned into bed at 
9:40.  Not seasick yet.  

Monday rose at 7.5 a.m., 
washed and dressed as 
usual, 7:30 a.m. breakfast.  

It was raining and there 
was a thick mist.  Gordon 

was seasick just after 
breakfast.  After dinner we 

ran into some very big waves.   The only excitement was one 20 ft wave 

which crashed right over the bow and ran down over the decks, soaking 
everyone in the way.  Turned in at 9:30 p.m.  I am still not seasick.  
Tuesday, after breakfast I went up on deck where there was a terrible 

stro ng wind and big weaves.  Gordon was sick again.  At 9 a.m. the 
destroyers turned  back, but the cruiser, H.M.S. Revenge is still with us.  

The waves are breaking right over the bow of the cruiser.  It has been 
rough all day and the boat is tossing about so mething awful.  Nearly 
everyone has been sick but I am still not seasick.  Turned in at 9:30 p.m.  

 
Wednesday morning rose at 7:10 a.m.  After breakfast Gordon was sick 

again.  A little later we saw a bird, the first for 3 days.  In the afternoon, 
the sea c almed down.  There was nothing else of importance all day.  
Turned in at 9:10 p.m.  I am still not seasick.  Thursday morning rose at 

6:50 a.m.  Gordon did not take any breakfast and was not sick.  We ran 
into a mist which soon cleared up.  Have seen no la nd for four days.  In 
the afternoon, I saw another bird.  In the evening I went out hunting for 

souvenirs and was fairly successful.  I am still not seasick.  We turned in 
at 9.5 p.m..  Friday morning we rose at 7:15.  In the afternoon a table 



tennis table  was rigged up and we had a game.  We went to bed at 10 
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our gasmasks after breakfast.  We got a gift of a new testament from the 
Scripture Gift Mission.  After breakfast we saw another si ngle bird.  At 

4:30 p.m. there was a sing -song and dance in one of the lounges.  It was 
great fun.  We turned in at 9:20. p.m.  Sunday morning rose at 7:10 a.m.  
We sunbathed in the afternoon and were looking like two ripe tomatoes.  

We turned in at 9:10 p .m.  
 
At this point in my letter, I lost 

the pen I was writing with and 
so I have to continue in pencil.  

Monday morning, rose at 7:10 
a.m.  After breakfast went up 
on deck.  At 2:15 p.m. we 

sighted the coast of Nova 
Scotia.  Arrived in Halifax at 

7:30 p.m.   We stayed in the 
bay all night, turned into bed 
at 9:10 p.m.  Tuesday morning 

there was a terrible thick fog 
and it was late in the afternoon 
before we could move into 

dock.  We got our money 
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get off till Wednesday night 
abou t midnight.  When we did 
get off we had to hurry to get 

our train to Toronto.  We slept 
in bunks on the train.  We 
were on the train all Thursday 

and part of Friday till about 2 
p.m.  At all the wee stations we passed people gave us chocolate, toffee 

and c hewing gum but in -between these stations, all we saw was green 
fields and orchards.  Although I crossed the Atlantic without being sick, I 
was sick the first day on the train.  We arrived in Toronto at about 2 p.m. 

on Friday afternoon where we were taken t o the University of Toronto, 
from where I am writing this letter.  We stayed there all Saturday and 

Sunday and expect to stay there for a few more days.  I will send you 
some souvenirs later when we get fixed up.  We are quite happy although 
we miss you al l greatly.  

 
Love from David and Gordon  
 

P.S.  All the tramcars out here are single deckers but far longer than 
ours at home.  The buses too are single decker but are flat at the front 


